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SERMON X. 


8 
On EPHESIANS W 16. 


Redeeming the Time. 


1. (NEE that ye walk circumfpeétly, fays the Apoftle 
in the preceding verfe, not as fools, but as wife 
men: Redeeming the time, faving all the time you can 
for the beft purpofes; buying up every flecting mo- 
ment, out of the hands of fin and Satan, out of the 
hands of floth, eafe, pleafure, worldy bufinefs: the 
More Giligently, becaufe the prefent are evil days, days 
fig ignorance, immorality and profanenels, 
2. This feems to be the general meaning of the 
words. _ But I purpofe at prefent to confider, only one 
particule way of redeeming the time, namcly from 
lleep, 

3. This appears to have been exceeding little con- 
fidered, even by pious men. Many that have been 
eminently confcientious in. other refpects, have not 
been fo in this. They feemed to think it an indif- 
ferent thing, whether they flept more or lefs, and 
never faw it in the true point of view, as an important 
branch of Chriftian Temperance. 

That we may have a more juft conception hereof, I 
wil endeavour to fhew, 
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4°2 A SERMON ON EPHESIANS V. 16. 


I. What it is to redeem the time from fleep. 

II. ‘The evil of not redeeming it. And, 

lil. The moft effectual manner of doing i it. 

I. 1. And firft, What is it, to redeem the time from 
fizep? Icis, in general, to take that meafure of fleep 
every night, which nature requires, and no more: 
that mealure which is the moft conducive to the health 
and vigour both of the body and mind. 

2. Burit is objected, “ One méature will not fuit 
all men: fome require confiderably more than others, 
Neither will the fame meafure fuffice “€ven the fame 
perfoiis, at one trme as at another. When a perfon 1s 
fick, or if not actually fo, yet weakened by preceding 
ficknef., he certainly wants more of this natural re- 
itorative, than he did when in perfec health. And fo 
he witl, when his ftrengch and {pirits are exhaufted, by 
hard or long- dontinued: labour.” 

3. All this is unquettionably true, and confirmed by 
a thouiand experiments. Whoever therefore they are 

that have attempted to fix one meafure of fleep for all 
pertons, did not underftand the nature of the human 
body, fo widely different in different perfons ; as nei- 
ther did they, who imagined, that the fame . 
would fuic even the fame perfon ar all.tim ne 
would wonder therefore that fo great a man as bifhop 
Taylor, thould have formed this ftrange’ imagination: 
much more thar the méalure which he has ified for 
the gencral ftandard, fhould be only three hours in four 

and tw enty. That ‘ood and fenfible man Mr. Baxter, 
was not much nearer the truth; who fuppofes four 
hours in four and twenty will fuffice for any.man, | 
know an, extremely fenfible man, who was abfolutely 
perfuaded, that no one living needed to fleep above 
five hours tn er four. But when he made the ex- 
periment himmtelf, he quickly relinquifhed the opinion. 
And Tam fully convinecd: by an obfervation con- 
tinued for more than fifty years, that whatever may 
be done by extraordinary perfons, or in fome extraor- 
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dinary cafes, (wherein perfons have fubfifted with 
very little fleep for fome weeks, or even months) a hu- 
man body can fcarce continue in health and. vigour, 
without at lealt fix hours feep in four and twenty. 
Sure Lam, Inever met with fuch an inftance: I never 
found either man or woman, that retained vigorous 
health for one year, with a lets quantity of fleep than 
this. 

4. And I have long obferved, that women, in ge- 
neral, want a little more fleep than men: perhaps 
Wear they are in common, of a weaker, as well asa 
moifter habit of body. If therefore one might ven- 
ture to name one ftandard, (though liable to many ex- 
ceptions and occafional alteratioss) I am inclined to 
think this would come near the mark: healthy men 
in general, need a little above fix hours fleep: healthy 
women, a little above feven, in four and twenty. I 
myfelf want fix hours and a half, and I cannot well 
fubfift with lets. 

5. If any one defires to know exactly what quantity 
of fleep his own conftitution requires, he may -very 
eafily make the experiment, which I made about fixty 
Ve@es ago: I then waked every night about twelve or 
né; and lay awake for fome time. I readily con- 
cluded, that this arofe from my lying longer in 
bed than nature required. To be fatistied, I procured 
an alarg@m, which waked me the next morning at feven, 
(near an hour earlier than I rofe the day be tore) yet T 
lay awake again at night. The fecond morning I rofe 
at fix; but notwithftanding this, [Jay awake the fecend 
night. The third morning Irofe at tive: but never- 
thelefs I lay awake the third night. The fourth mor- 
ning I rofe at four, (as by the grace of God, I have 
done ever fince.) And Ilay awake no more. And I 
do not now lie awake (taking the year round) a quarter 
of an hour together in a month. By ‘the fame ex- 
periment, rifing earlier and eariierevery Morning, may 
any one tiad, how much fleep he really wants. 
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II. 1. * But why fhould any one be at fo much 
aing? what need is there of being fo ferupulous ? 

why fhould we make ourfelves fo particular? what 
harm is there in doing as.our neighbours do? fup- 
pofe in lying from ten till fix or feven in Summer, and 
till eight or nine in Winter ?” 

2. If you would confider this queftion fairly, you 
will need a good deal of candor and impartiality; as 
what I am about to fay will probably be quite new, 
different from any thing you ever heard in your lif: 
different from the judgment, at leaft from the example 
of your parents, and your neareft relations ; nay, and 
perhaps of the moft religious perfons you ever were 
acquainted with. Lift up therefore your heart to the 
Spirit of truth, and beg of him to fhine upon it, that 
| without refpe¢cting any man’s perfon, you may fee and 
y follow the truth,as it is in Jefus. 
#%, 3. Do you really defire to know, whgt harm there 
P 1S, in not redeeming all the time you can from fleep? 
~~ Suppofe in fpending therein an hour a day more than 

nature requires? why, firft, i hurts your fubftance, it 

is throwing away fix hours a week, which might turn 
7 to fome temporal account. If you can do any wok, 
you might earn fomething in that time, were it ever fo 
fmall. And you have no need to throw even this away. 
If you do not want it yourfelf, give it to them that do: 
you know fome of them that are not far off. “If you 
are of no trade, ftill you may fo employ the time, that 
it will bring money, or money’s worth, to yourfelf, or 
others. 

4. The not redeeming all the time you can from 
fleep, the fpending more time therein than your con- 
ftitution neceffarily requires, in the fecond place, /uris 

our health, Nothing can be more certain than this, 
though it is not commonly obferved. It is not com- 
monly obferved, becaufe the evil fteals on you by flow 
and infenfible degrees. In this gradual, and almoft 
imperceptible manner, it lays the foundation of many 
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diféafes. It is the chief, real (though unfufpeéted) 
caufe of all nervous difeafes in particular. Many en- 
quiries have been made, why nervous ditorders are fo 
much more common among us than among our an- 
ceftors ? other caufes may frequently concur: but the 
chief is, we lie longer in bed. Inftead of rifing at 
four, moft of us, who are not obliged to work for our 
bread, lie till feven, eight, or nine. We need enquire 
no farther. This fufficiently accounts for the large 
increafe of thefe painful diforders. 

5. It may be obferved, that moft of thefe arife, not 
barely from fleeping too long, but even from what we 
imagine to be quite harmlels, the lying too long in 
bed. By /oaking (2s it is emphatically called) fo long 
between warm theets, the fiefh is, as it were, parboiled, 
and becomes foft and flabby. The nerves in the mean 
time are quite unftrung, and all the train of melancholy_ 
fymptoms, faintnefs, tremors, lownefs of fpirits, (fo 
called) come on, till life irfelf is a burden. 

6. One common effeét of either eeping too long, 
or lying too long in bed, is weaknefs of fight, parti- 
cularly that weaknefs which ig of the nervous kind. 
When I was young, my fight was remarkably weak. 
Why is it ftronger now than it was forty years ago? 
I impute this principally to the bleffing of God, who 
fits us for whatever he calls us.to. But undoubtedly 
the outward means which he has been pleafed to blefs, 
was the rifing early in the morning. 

7. A ftill greater objection to the not rifing early, 
the not redeeming all the time we can from fleep, is, 
It hurts the Soul as well as the Body: it is a fin againft 
God. And this indeed it muft neceffarily be, on both 
the preceding accounts. For we cannot wafte, or 
(which comes to the fame thing) not improve any 
part of our worldly fubftance, neither can we impair 
our own health, without finning againtt him. 

8. But this fa fhionable intemperance does alfo hurt 
the foul in a more direct manner. Ir fows the feeds of 
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foolifh and hurtful defires :. it dangeroufly inflames our | 
natural appetites ; which a perion ttretching and yawn. 
ing in bed, is juft prepared to gratify. It breeds and 
continually increafes floth, fo often objected to the 
Englifh Nation. It opens the way, and prepares the 
foul for every other. kind of intemperance. , It breeds 
an univerfal foftnefs and faiatnels of fpirit, making us 
afraid of every little inconvenience, unwilling to deny 
ourielves any pleafure, or totake up or bear any crofs. 
And how then fhall we be able (without which we 
mutt drop into hell) to take the kingdom of heaven by 
violence? it totally unfits us for enduring bardjoip as good 
Soldiers of Fefus Chrift : and confequently for fighting the 
gocd fight of faith, and laying beid on eternal life. 

g- In how beautiful a manner does that great man, 
Mr. Law, treat this important fubje&t!* Part of his 
words I cannot but here fubjoin, for the ufe of every 
fenfible reader. ‘I take it for granted, that every 
Chriftian who is in health is up early in the morning. 
For it is much more reafonable to fuppole, a perfon is 
up early, becaufe he is a Chriftian, than becaufe he is 
alabourer, or a tradefman, ora fervant. 

We conceive an abhorrence of a man that isin bed, 
when he fhould be at his labour. We cannot think 
good of him, who is fuch a flave to drowfinels, as to 
neglect his bufine(s for it. 

Let this therefore teach us to conceive, how odious 
we muft appear to God, if we are in bed fhut up in 
fleep, when we fhould be praifing God ; and are fuch 
faves to drowfinefs, as to neglect our devotions for it. 

Sleep is fuch a dull, ftupid ftate of exiftence, that 
even among mere animals, we def{pife them moft which 
are moft drowfy. He therefore that chufes to enlarge 
the flothful indolence of fleep, rather than ‘ be early 
at his devotions ; chufes the dulleft refrefhment of the 
body, before the nobieft enjoyments of the foul. He 


' Viz. Redeeming Time from Sleep. 
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chufes that ftate which is a reproach to mere animals, 
before that exercife which is the glory of angels. 

10. Befides, he that cannot deny himfelf this drowfy 
indulgence, 1s no more prepared for prayer when he is 
up, than he is prepared for fafting or any other act of 
felf-denial. He may indeed more eafily read over a 
form of prayer, than he can perform thefe duties: but 
he is no more difpofed for the fpirit of prayer, than he 
is difpofed for fafting. For fleep thus indulged gives 
a foftnefs to all our tempers, and makes us unable to 
relifth any thing but what fuits an idle ftate of mind, as 
fleep does. So that a perfon who is a flave to this 
idlenefs, is in the fame temper when he is up. Every 
thing that is idle or fenfual pleafes him. And every 
thing that requires trouble or felf-dental is hateful to 
him, for the fame reafon that he hates to rife. 

11. It is not poffible for an Epicure to be truly de- 
vout. He muft renounce his fenfuality, before he can 
relith the happinefs of devotion. Now he that turns 
fleep into an idle indulgence, does as much to corrupt 
his foul, to make it a flave to bodily appetites, as an 
Epicure does. It does not diforder his life, as noto- 
rious atts of intemperance do; but like any more 
moderate courfe of indulgence, it filently and by {maller 
degrees, wears away the fpirit of religion, and finks the 
foul into dulnefs and fenfuality. 

Self-denial of all kinds is the very life and foul of 
piety. But he that has not fo much of it as to be able 
to be early at his prayers, cannot think that he has 
taken up‘his crofs, and is following Chrift, 

What conqueft has he got over himfelf? what right 
hand has he cut off ? what trials is he prepared for? 
what facrifice is he ready to offer to God? who cannot 
be fo crue! to himfelf as to rife to pray at fuch a time, 
as the drudging part of the world are content to rife to 
thetr labour ? 

12. Some people will not fcruple to tell you that 
they indulge themfelves in fleep, becaufe they have 
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nothing to do: and that if they had any bufinefs to 
rife to, they would not lofe fo much of their time in 
fleep. But they muft be told, that they miftake the 
Matter: that they have a great deal of bufinefs to do: 
they have a hardened heart to change ; they have the 
Whole {pirit of religion to get. For furely he that 
thinks he has nothing to do, becaufe nothing but his 
prayers want him, may juftly be faid to have the whole 
ipirit of religion to feek. 

You muft not therefore confider, how {mall a fault 
it is, to rife late; but how great a myftery it is, to 
want the {fpirit of religion; and to live in fuch foftnefs © 
and idleneis as makes you incapable of the fundamental 
duties of Chriftianity. 

If I was to defire you, not to ftudy the gratification 
of your palate, I would not infift upon the fin of 
wafting your money though it is a great one; but I 
would defire you to renounce fuch a way of life, be- 
caufe it fupports you in fuch a ftate of fenfuality, as 
renders you incapable of relifhing the moft effential 
doctrines of religion. 

For the fame reafon, I do not infift much upon the 
fin of wafting your time in fleep, though it be a great 
one; but I defire you to renounce this indulgence, be- 
caufe it gives a foftnefs and idlenefs to your foul, and 
is fo contrary to that lively, zealous, watchful, felf- 
denying fpirit, which was not only the fpirit of Chrift 
and his Apoftles, and the fpirit of all the faints and 
martyrs that have ever been among men, but mutt be 
the fpirit of all thofe who would not fink in the com- 
mon corruption of the world, 

13. Here therefore we muft fix our charge againtt 
this practice. We mutt blame it, not as having this 
or that particular evil, but as a general habit that ex- 
tends itlelf through our whole {pirit, and fupports a 
{tate of mind that is wholly wrong. 

Ik is contrary to piety ; not as accidental flips or 
miftakes in life are contrary to it: but in fuch a man- 
ner as an ill ftate of body is contrary to health. 
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_ Wn the other hand, if you was to rife early every 
morning, as an inftance of felf-denial, as a method of 
renouncing indulgence, as a means of redeeming your 
time and fitting your fpirit for prayer, you would foon 
find the advantage. This method, though it feems 
but a fmail circumitance, might be a means of “ grea 
piety. It would conftantly keep it in your mind, that 
foftnefs and idlenefs were the bane of religion. Ir 
would teach you to exercile power over yourfelf, and to 
renounce other pleafures and tempers that war againtt 
the foul; and what is fo planted and watered, will 
certainly have an increafe from God.”’ 

Ill. 1. Ic now only remains, to enquire, in the third 
place, how we may redeem the time? how we may 

roceed in this important affair ? in what manner fhall 
we molt effectually practile this important branch of 
temperance ? 

I advife all of you, who are thoroughly convinced of 
the unipeakable importance of it, fuffer not that con- 
viction to die away, but inftantly begin to act fuitably 
to it. Only do not depend on your own: ftreneth: if 
you do, you will be uttér! y baffled. Be deeply fenfible, 
that as yon are not able to do any thiag good of your- 
teives, fo hére in particular, all your ftrength, all your 
refolution will avail nothing. Whoever trufts in him- 
felf will be confounded. I never found an excepti on, 
I never knew one who truited in his own ftrength that 
could keep this refolution for a twelvemonth 

2. Ladvife you, Secondly, Cry to the ftrone for 
ftrength. Cali upon’ Him that hath all power in 
heaven and earth.. And believe that He will anfwer 
the prayer that goeth not out of feigned lips. As you 
cannot have too little confidence in yourfelf, fo you 
cannot have roo much in Him. Then fet ont in fatth: 
and furely his flrength fhall be made perfect in your 
weakne {s, 

I advife you, Thirdly, Add to your Faith, Pru- 
dence: ufe the moft rational means to attain your pur. 
Qqq 
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pofe, Particularly begin at the right end, ochetah 
you will lofe your labour. If you defire to Wfe early, 
fleep early: fecure this point at all events. In fpite 
of the molt dear and agreeable companions, in {pite of 
their moft earneft folicitations, in fpite of entreaties, 
railleries or reproaches, rigoroufly keep your hour, 
Rife up precifely at your time, and retire without ce- 
remony. Keep your hour, notwithftanding the mof 
preffing bufinefs: lay all things by till the morning, 
Be itever fo great a crofs, ever fo great a felf-denial, 
keep your hour, or all is over, 

4. 1 advife you, Fourthly, Be fteady. Keep your 
hour of rifing, without intermiffion. Do not rife two 
mornings, and lie in bed the third; but what you do 
once, do always. ‘* But my head aches.” Do not 
regard that, It willfoon be over. “ But I am un- 
commonly drowly; my eyes are quite heavy.”” Then 
you mult not parly; otherwife it is a loft cafe: but 
itart up at once. And if your drowfinefs does not go 
off, lie down for awhile, an hour or two after. But 
Jet nothing make a breach upon this rule, rife and drefs 
yourfelf at your hour. 

5. Perhaps you will fay, “‘ The advice is good ; but 
it comes too late: I have made a breach already. I did 
rife conftantly, and for a feafon nothing hindered me. 
But I gave way by little and little, and I have now left 
it off for a confiderable time! Then in the name of 
God begin again! Begin to-morrow; or rather to- 
night, by going to bed early, in {pite of either com- 
pany or bufinefs. Begin with more felf-diffidence 
chan before, but with more confidence in God. Only 
follow thefe few rules, and my foul for yours, God 
will give you the victory. In a little time, the dif- 
ficulty will be over; but the benefit will laft for ever. 

6. If you fay, * But I cannot do now as I did then; 
for fam not what I was. J have many diforders, my 
{pirits are low, my hands fhake: I am all relaxed.” |! 
enfwer, All thefe are nervous fymptoms ; and they all 
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omly arife from your taking too much fleep ; nor is 
it probable they will ever be removed, unlefs you re- 
move the caufe. Therefore on this very account (net 
only to punifh yourfelf for your folly and unfaithful- 
nefs, but) in order to recover your health and ftrength, 
refume your early rifing. You have no other way : 
you have nothing elfe to do. You have no other pof- 
fible means of recovering, in any tolerable degree, 
your health both of body and mind. Do not murder 
yourfelf outright. Do not run on in the path that 
leads to the gates of death! As I faid before, fo I fay 
again, In the name of God, this very day, fet out 
anew. True, it will be more difficult than it was at 
the beginning. But bear the difficulty which you 
have brought upon yourfelf, and it will not laft lone. 
The Sun of Righteoufnefs will foon arife again, and 
will heal both your foul and your body. | 

7. But do not imagine that this fingle point, Rifing 
early, will fuffice to make you a Chriftian. No; al- 
though that fingie point, the net rifing, may keep you 
a Heathen, void of the whole Chrifttan fpirit: al- 
though this alone (efpecially if you had once cons 
quered it) will keep you cold, formal, heartlefs, dead : 
and make it impofiible for you to get one ftep for- 
ward in vital holinefs: yet this alone will go but a 
little way, tomake you a real Chriftian. It is but one 
{tep outof many: but it isone. And having taken 
this, go forward. Go on to univerfal Self-denial, to 
temperance in all things: toa firm refolution of taking 
up daily every crofs whereto you are called. Go on, 
ina full gurfuit of all the mind that was in Chrift, of 
inward, and then outward holinefs: fo fhall you be not 
Almoft, but altogether a Chriftian: fo fhall you finifh 
vour courfe with joy: you fhall awake up after his 
likenefs, and be fatisfied. 


~ © 
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An Fxivred from A Survey of the Wispom of Gon in 


the CREATION. 


[ Continued from page 447.] 


On the E YE S. 


IE fituation, number, and conformation of the 

eyes in various animals, is wonderfully adapted 
to their various,circumitances. In feveral, the eye 
looks chiefly forward, but fo as to take in nearly the 
hemifphere before it. In others, the eyes are fo placed, 
as to take in nearly the whole fphere. In fome, they 
are fo fixt as to look chiefly behind, fo that they fee 
their enemy following them. So in Rabbits and Hares: 
whereas in Dogs they are more forward, to look after 
their prey. 

Generally the beed is moveable for the fake of the 
eyes, and the cyes themfelves moveable every way, 
Where it is not fo, other expedients are found, to 
anfwer the fame end. ‘Thus in fome creatures, the 
eyes are fet at a diftance from the head, to be moved 
this way or that: as in Snails, whofe eyes are fixed to 
the end of their horns, or rather of the optic nerves 
which are fheathed therein. In other creatures, whofe 
head and eyes are immovable, this is made up by the 
number of eyes. So Spiders, which cannot move their 
head, have four, fix, or eight eyes, all placed in the 
front of the head, (which 1s round) like a locket of 
diamonds. 

Many animals have mufcles to move the eye, and 
obvert it to the objeét. Fifhes have none; but for 
amends, they have many little protuberances finely 
ranged on their large, bulging eyes; by which num- 
berleis rays of ‘light are deflected from objeéts above, 
beneath, and on cither fide. Yea, fome hundreds of 
thefe protuberances are curioufly ranged on the convex 
eve of a fieth-fly. 
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Scorpions have a hundred eyes; an Ephemeron-fly 
full cwo thoufand. 

In other creatures, which have only two eyes, the 
want of motion therein is.fupplied, by their eyes pro- 
tuberating into hemifpheres, each being a valt number 
of fegments of a fphere. 

The eyes of a Cameleon refemble a convex glafs 
fet in a round focket, which he turns backward and 
forward without ftirring the head, and commonly, one 
a contrary way to the other. 

Laftly, Moles living under ground, have not fo 
much need of eyes as other creatures. Yet they have 
eyes, but exceeding fmall, far in the head, and covered 
with ftrong hair. When they are above ground they 
can put them forth beyond the fkin, and draw them 
back at pleafure. 

Another circumftance, relative to the Eye is highly 
remarkable. As we ufe various apertures to our optic 
glaffes, fo Nature has made a far more mm ete pro- 
vifion, to admit enough, and not too much light, into 
the eyes of animals, by the dilatation and contraction 
of the pupil. And this in divers animals of divers 
forms, is according to their peculiar occafions. In 
fome it is round, particularly i in Man, that being the 
moft proper figure, for the pofition of our eyes, and 
the ufe we make of them, both by day and night. In 
fome animals it is of a longifh form, in fome tranfy erfe, 
with its aperture large, (an admirable provifion for 
their feeing fideways, and thereby avoiding many in- 
conveniencies, as well as a help for gathering their 
food on the ground, whether by day or night. In 
others, that aperture is erect, and alio capable of open- 
ing wide and fhutting clofe. The latter ferves to ex- 
clude the bright light of the day, the former to take in 
the faint rays of the night; there by enabling them to 
fee and catch their prey, when there is no light dilcern- 
ible to us. 
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Thus Cats can fo clofe their pupil, as to admit but 
a fingle ray of light. And again, by throwing al 
open, they can take in all the fainteft rays: which is 
an incomparable provifion for creatures that have oc- 
cafion to watch their prey both by day and night. 

But befide this, in Cats and other noéturnal animals, 
there is a fort of carpet at the bottom of the eye, 
which gives a kind of radiation on the pupil, thereby 
enabling them to fee in the dark. 

To preferve this tender organ, many creatures have 
a membrane, which is not commonly perceived, where- 
with they can at pleafure cover the eye, without too 
much hindering the fight, being both trantparent and 
ftrong, fo that it is a kind of moveabie cornea. 

Providence is confpicuous in furnifhing Frogs with 
this. For as they live in watry places, which generally 
abound with plants that have fharp edges or points; 
and as the Frog goes on, not by walking, but by 
leaping, if he were not fo furnifhed, he muft either 
fhut his eyes, and fo leap blindfold, or run many 
rifgues by leaving them open. But this membrane 
guards the eyes, without blinding him. And as foon 
asthe occafion for it is over, he draws it back into a 
little cell.—Many Birds alfo, as they muft Ay between 
trees and buthes, are provided with the fante mem. 
brane. And fo is the Rein-Deer. 


[ To be continued. } 
“QE2>~ 


Aun Account of the Life of Mrs. Marcaret Baxter. 


{Written by her Hufbind, Mr. Richard Baxter, Author of the 
Saint’s Everlafting. Rett. } 


[Continued from page 450.] 


N another occafion fhe wrote as follows. . “* How 
hard is it to keep our hearts from going too far, 
even in lawful affections toward the creature; while we 
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are fo backward to love God, who fhould have all the 
heart, and foul, and might? Too ftrong love to any, 
though it be good in kind, may be finful and hurtful, 
I. Ic will turn too many of our thoughts from God, 
which will be too often running after the beloved crea- 
ture. 2. This affection for the creature, may divert 
and cool our love to God, which will not be kept up, 
unlefs our thoughts be kept more to him; though it be 
for his fake that we love ther. 3. It will increafe our 
fufferings, by interefting us in all the dangers and 
troubles of thofe whom we over-love.”’ 

When fhe feemed to herfelf to be near death, the 
wrote thus. 

« Thou now feeft what the world and all its plea- 
fures are, and how it would have ulfed thee, if thou 
hadft had no better a portion, and God had not taught 
thee a happier choice. Providence now tells thee that 
they are vanity, and if overvalued, worfe ; but if thou 
learneft to fee their nothingnets, thou wilt be above the 
trouble of lofingthem. ‘Turn thy thoughts from men, 
and keep thy heart as near as poflible to the heart of 
Chrift; and ‘live as in his arn 1s, who is ufually tweeteft 
when the creature moft faileth us, if we do but turn 
our hearts from them to him,” 

At another time fhe wrote thus. ‘ Canft thou find 
that thou art refolvedly devoted to Chrift, and yet 
doubt whether Chrift be refolvedly and lurely thine ? 
Art thou willinger or faithful! er than He? 

When I read the evidence of my {elf-refignation to 
Chrift, I fhould, as it were, fee Chrift ftanding over 
me with the tendereft cates and hear him fay, / accept 
thee as my own... For I muft believe his acceptance, as 
I perform my refignation. O what is he providing for 
me? What entertainment with him fhall I thortly 
find? Not fuch.as he found with man, when he came 
to fcek us; if is not a manger, a crown of thorns, a 
crols, that he is preparing for me: when I have had 
my part in following him, I thall have my place in the 
gicrious Jerufalem.”’ 
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Prefently after, fhe wrote the following fragment. 

“* For the fake of thy own.foul, and life, and 
friends; and for the honour of that tender mercy, and 
free grace which thou art bound to magnify; let nor 
Satan get advantage againft thy peace and thankful- 
nefs, and the acknowledgment of his obliging love, 
Let him not, on pretence of humiliation, turn thy eyes 
to a weak, diftempered heart, from the un{peakable 
mercy which fhould fill thee with love and joy, notwith- 
ftanding all thy lamented infirmities. Thou perceivett 
not that it is Satan that would keep thee mournful, 
under the pretence of repentance and godly forrow, 
Thou art not acquainted with his wiles. Thou halt 
caufe of forrow; but much more of joy. And thy 
rejoicing in God’s love, would pleafe him better than 
all thy fad complaints and troubles, though he defpife 
nota contrite fpirit. J charge it om fhy coi cnafe ience, that 
when thou art at prayer, “thou contefs and lament 
thy diftruftful, fufpici ious, unthankful, uncomfortable 
thoughts of God and Jetus Chrift, more than all thy 
want of forrow: and that thou troubleft thyfelf for 
fuch kind of fins, the honeffy of whofe occaficn may give 
thee more comfort, than the fault doth forrew. know 
we have not our comfort atcommand. Bur fee thy 
enceavour and ftriving be more for a comfortable than a 
forrowful frame of fpirit. 

“ Two things I muft blame thee for, 1. That thou 
takeft the imperfections of thy duties and obedience, 
to be greater reafons for difcomfort, than thy per- 
formances are reafons for comfort : or as if thou thinkeft 
it were better do nothing, than do it imperfectly : or as 
if thou wouldft have no comfort till thou canit per- 
form fuch duty and obedience as hath no need of par- 
don and a Saviour. : 

“9, That when unreafonable fears and troubles are 
upon thee, and troub ling thoughts are ftill upon thy 
mind, thou fayeft that ¢ thou canft not help it, nor turn thy 
thoughts away to any thing cif. 1 know thou haft not 


S 











an abfolute power over thy thoughts; but fome thou 
haft: why elfe hath God madea ‘law for thy thoughts, 
and laid fo much duty on them, and forbidden their 
fin fo much ? much may be done, if thou wilt be re- 
folute. 

« Think whether Chrift came from the Father to 
bring tidings of fadnefs and defpair, or of great joy: 
and whether angels preached, Glory to Ged in the higheft ; 
on earth peace, and to mem, good-will? And whether 
Faith, Hope, and Love, be not’ more powerful to de- 
itroy thy fins, than defpair or difcouragement of mind ? 

“« And becaufe thou complaineft fo much of fin, J 
afk thee, why does not thy confcience more accufe,thee 
of the fin of denying, or extenuating the mercies of 
God, inftead of magnifying them ? And for overlooking 
fo much the meritorious righteouinefs of Chrift, while 
thou complaineft for want of more of thy own? I 
would not deceive thee by telling thee that thou 
needeft none in thyfelf, and that all thy righteoufnefs 
is in Chrift: I know that thy righteoufnefs muft ex- 
ceed that of the Pharifees; that the unrighteous fhall 
not inherit the kingdom of God, and that he that 
doeth righteoufnefs is righteous: but at what bar or 
tribunal ? only at that of grace, which /uppojeth the re- 
conctling, parduning righteoujnels of Chriff: it is not at the 
bar of ‘rigorcus jufice, according to the law, which re- 
quireth innocence to jultification, There Cérift only is 
thy righteoufne/s ; and thou haft none, and mutt dream 
of none but that which floweth from | his, and f{tands in 
fubordination to it, and is thy title to it, and 1 improve 
ment of it, even thy thankful accepting a free-given Saviour, 
and the Spirit to fanitify thee more, and fit thee fer commu=- 
nion with God and glory ; efteem and feek moft the love of 
God the Father, the grace of Chrift, thy Saviour, ond the 
Communion of the Helv Ghoft, and this fubordinate righ- 
teoufnefs will certainly prove the meritorious, perfect 
righteoufnefs of Chrift to be for thee, inftead of a 
perfect righteoufneis of thy own. here is no defect 
Rorr 
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in his facrifice or merits; if thou wanteft a title to 
Chrift, thou art unjuitiged; but none wants this, who 
confenteth to his covenant, as before ; and that confent, 
thou canft not deny. Wilt thou live like a forfaken 
orphan, expofed in a wilderne{s, while God’s tender 
love is faving thee, and Chrift is glorying in thee as 
the fruit of his blood, and the angels of God are 
ferving thee, and rejoicing at thy converfion ? I entreat 
thee to think, whether it be not the great work that 
God hath called thee to, to honour his grace, and pro- 
pagate to all about thee, as thou art able, a joyful, 
thankful, hoping and praifing frame of foul; and to 
ftir up all to the delightful praife of God? as Minifters 
muft do it by preac ching, ail muft do it by conference 
and example. And is thy dejected fadnefs the per- 
formance of this?’ 

Her foul, like others, while in the body, wrought 
much according to the difpofition thereof. end as fhe 
was, 1. of an extraordinary piercing wit, and 2. of a 
natural refervednefs; fhe was often inifenderthend by 
her neareft friends, and confequently, often croft and 
difappointed by thofe that would have pleafed her. 
And as fhe could underftand men much by their looks 
and hints, fo the expected all fhould know her mind 
without her exprefiing it; which bred her many difap- 
pointments and difcontents. 3. She had a natural 
tendernefs of mind, upon the croffing of her juft de- 
fires: and too quick a fente of difpleafing words or 
deeds. 4. She had an irrefiftible fearfulnefs ; her too 
fenfible nature was over-timerous 3 and. to increafe it, 
fhe was four times, before I knew her, in danger of 
death (of which, one was by the fmall pox:) to in- 
creale this fearfulnels, her mother’s hcufe (Apply-Caflle, 
near Wellington,) being a garrifon, was ftormed while 
fhe was in it, and part “of the buildings about it burnt, 
while men lay killed before her face; and all of 
them threatened, and ftript of their cloathing. 5. The 
great work upon her foul, in her convertion, moved 
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all her paffions. 6. Her dangerous ficknefs, coming 
on her before fhe had any alfurance of her jultifica- 
tion, did increafe her fear. 7. In this cafe fhe lived 
inthe fight of the church-yard, where the faw all the 
burials, “and kept a death’s head (a fkull) in her clofet 
before her. 

The exceffive love which fhe had to her mother, 
did much increafe her grief when fhe expected death, 

. This melancholy feemed partly a natural, and 
partly an adventitious fearfulnefs in a tender, over- 
paffionate nature, that had no power to quiet her own 
fears. 

4. All was much increafed by her wifdom, fo ftifling 
all the appearances of it, that it all inwardly wrought, 
and had no eafe by vent. 

5. Having thin fharp blood, fhe had a ftrong Hemi- 
crania, or head-ach once a month; and often once a 
fortnight, or more, from the age of fifteen or fixteen 
years. All thefe together much tended to hinder her 
from a quiet and comfortable temper. 

6. Indeed all the operations of her foul were very 
intenfe and ftrong: ftrong wit, ftrong love, and ftrong 
difpleafure. And when God fhewed her what holinets 
was, fhe thought fhe muft prefently have it in fo 
great a degree as the ripeft faints attain; and becaute 
fhe had not as much heavenly life and delight in God 
as fhe defired, fhe concluded fhe had none. 

The unfuitablenefs of our age, and my former pur- 
pofes againft marriage, ‘made it matter of much talk 
and wonder. From the firlt thoughts of it, many 
changes intervened, and long delays, till I was ejected, 
with many hundreds more. Being then feparated from 
my old, paftoral charge, which took up all my time 
and Jabour, my chief “objections were over. And at 
laft, on Sept. 10, 1662, we were married in Bennet- 
Finfh Church, by Mr. Samuel Che Te 

She confented to thefe conditions: 1. That I would 
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have nothing that before our mariage was hers; that 
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I might not feem to marry her for covetoufnefs. 5, 
That fhe would fo order her affairs, that I might be 
entangled in no law-fuits. 3. That fhe would expe& 
none of my time which my minifterial work fhould 
require. 

When we were married, her fadnefs and melancholy 
vanifhed, being now taken up with houfehold affairs. 
And we lived in inviolated love, and mutual com- 
placency ; fenfible of the benefit of mutual help. For 
near nineteen years 1 know not that we ever had any 
breach in point of love, or paint of intereft, fave only 
that fhe fomewhat grudged that I had perfuaded her 
to furrender fo much of her eftate, difabling her from 
helping others fo much as fhe defired. 

But that this was not from a covetous mind, is evi- 
dent from thefe inftances. 1. Though her portion 
(which was 2000]. befides that given up) was by ill 
debtors, before her marriage, reduced almoft to 16501. 
yet fhe never grudged at any thing that the poverty of 
debtors deprived her of. 7 

She had before been acquainted with the Lord 
Chancellor’s offering me a bifhopric; and though it 
might have taken off the cenfure of thofe relations 
that thought fhe debafed herfelf in marrying me, and 
alfo might have feemed defirable to her for the wealth 
as well as the honour; fhe was fo far from withing | 
had accepted of it, that Iam perfuaded: had I done it, 
it would have alienated her much from me. Not that 
fhe had any prejudice againft epifcopacy ; but that fhe 
abhorred a mercenary mind in a Minifter of Chrift, 
and was a fharp cenfurer of all, that for gain, or ho- 
nour, or worldly ends, would ftretch their confciences 
to any thing they thought God forbad. And I am 
affured (though towards her end fhe wifhed the had 
been able to do more good ; yet) fhe lived a far more 
contented life in our mean condition, even when fhe 
ftooped to receive from others who had been ftran- 
gers to her, than fhe would have done had I been a 
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Bifhop, and fhe had had many thoufand pounds more 
at her difpofal. 

Another trial of her, as to wealth and honour, was, 
when I, and all fuch others, were caft out of all pof- 
feffion, and hope of all ecclefiaftical maintenance; fhe 
was not ignorant of the fcorn and wrath, and profe- 
cutions that I was like to be expofed to; yea, fhe had 
heard and feen it already begun by Bifhop Morley’s 
forbidding me to preach, and preaching himfelf, and 
his Dean, and many others, fiercely againft me in é 
Kidderminfter pulpit ; fhe had heard them that were caft i 
out and filenced, deeply accufed as if they had defer- % 
ved it. To chufe a participation of fuch a life, that Fe 
was expofed to fuch certain {ufferings as had no end in 
profpeéct on this fide death, fhewed that fhe was far 
from covetoufnefs. 

Among other troubles that her marriage expofed her 
to, one was our frequent removals; which to thofe that 
mu(ftrake houfes, and fitand furnifh them, is more than for 
fingle perfons that have no fuch clogs or cares. Firft, we 
rook a houfe in Muorfields ; after at Aon; next that, 
another at Aéfon ; and atter that, we were put to re- 
move to one of the former again; and after that, to 
divers others in another place and county: and though 
the women have moft of that fort of trouble, fhe ea- 
fily bore it all. 

And I know not that ever fhe came to any place 
where fhe did not win the love of the inhabitants, 
Had fhe had but the riches of the world to have done 
the good fhe had a heart to do, how much would 
fhe have been loved, who in her mean and low condi- 
tion won fo much? 

Her carriage won more love than her liberality. She 
could not endure to hear one give another any four, 
rough, or hafty word; her fpeech and countenance. 
was always kind and civil, whether fhe had any thing 
to give or not. 
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And all her kindnefs tended to fome better end, 
than barely to relieve people’s bodily wants ; even to 
oblige them to fome duty that tended to the good of 
their fouls, or to deliver them from fome ftraits which 
filled them with hurtful care, and became a matter of 
temptation to them. If fhe could hire the poor to 
hear God’s word, from Conformift or Nonconformitt, 
or to read good, ferious, practical book Sy W hether 
written by Conformitts or Nonconformitts, it anfwered 
her end and defire: and many a hundred books hath 
ihe given to thofe ends. 

While I was at “Zor, her c arriage fo won the people 
there, that all lever heard of greatly elteemed and loved 
her. And the being earneftly defirous of doing gaod, 
prepared her houfe for the reception of thofe that would 
come in, to be inftructed by me, between the morn- 
ing and evening public affemblies, and after: and the 
people that had never been ufed to fuch things, gave 
us great hopes of their reformation, and filled the 
room, and went with me alio to the church, which 
was at my door: and when I was after removed, the 
people hearing that { again wanted a houfe (being ten 
miles off ) they unanimoufly fubfcribed a requeft to me, 
to return to my old houfe with them, and offered to 
pay my houfe-rent; which I took kindly: and it was 
her winning converfation which thus won their love. 

When I was carried thence to the eommon gaol, 
for teaching them, as aforefaid, I never perceived her 
troubled at it: fhe cheerfully went with me to prifon ; 
fhe brought her beft bed thither, and did much to re- 
move the inconvenicncies of the prifon. I think fhe 
had fearce ever a pleafanter time in her life than while 
fhe was with me there. And whereas people upon 
fuch occafions were not unapt to be liberal, it was 
againft her mind to receive more than neceffity re- 
quired. Only three perions gave me juft as much as 
‘paid lawyers and prifon « harges, and when one offered 
me mere, fhe would not reccive’it: but all was far 
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fhort of the great charges of our removal to another 
habitation. 

The Parliament making a new, fharper law againft 
us, I was forced to remove into another county. 
Thither fhe went with me, and removed her goods Aes 
that were movable, from Aon to Totteridge, being hy 
engaged for the rent of the houfe we left. At Totter- “se 
idge, the firft year, few poor people were put to the 
hardfhip that fhe was put to. We could have no 4 
houfe, but part of a poor farmer’s, where the chimnies ae 
fmoked fo extremely, as greatly annoyed her health; ae 
for it was a very hard winter, and the fmoke fo filled ba: 
the room we fat in, that it was as a cloud, and we were = 
even fuffocated. And fhe had ever a great ftraitnefs + ae 
of the lungs, that could not bear fmoke or clofenefs. ae ‘ 
This was the greateft bodily fuffering that her outward . | AZ 
condition put her to ; which was increafed by my con- at | 
tinual pain there. But her charity to her poor land- | | 








lady, put her fon apprentice, who now liveth well. 
Thence we removed to a houfe we took ourfelves, Q 
which required fo great alterations and amendment, ) 
as took her up much cine and labour: and to her great ri 
comfort, fhe got Mr. Corbet and his wife to dwell with 
us. But in ail theie changes and troubles fhe lived in . 
great peace. “d 
When the King’s dechivedions and lhicenfes gave Se 
Nonconformifts leave to build Meeting-places, and bm 
preach, fhe was againft my going to London, till others a 


be 7s 


ow] 
were fettled there, left I fhould anticipate them, and 


gather any auditors who would elfe go to others, efpe- 
calle their old, ejected Paftors ; but when others were 
fettled, fhe was earneft with me to go, for the exercife 
of my ‘miniftry. 

Upon our remove to London, out of tender regard 
to my health to which fhe thought the fituation might 
contribute much, fhe took for us a pleafant and cons 
venient honfe in Southampton-Square, where the died. 


| To be continued. | ; 
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An Account of the Maffacre of Paris: tranflated from the 
French of M. Boffuet, Bifhop of Meaux. 


[ Concluded from page 452.} 


T that inftant they burft into the adjacent houfs, 
which they filled with flaughter. That whole 
gree of the city ran like a rivulet with blood. The 
ount de la Rochefoucault, the Marquis de Renel, 
and other perfons of quality were firft butchered. In 
the Louvre the Huguenots were pulled out of their 
apartments, and after being knocked on the head, 
they were thrown out at the “windows. The court was 
full of dead bodies, which the King and the Queen 
looked at, not with horror, but with pleafure! All the 
ftreets were now filled with flaughter; neither old men, 
nor children, nor pregnant women were fpared. Every — 
one glutted his own private revenge under pretext of 
religion, and many Roman Catholics were killed as 
well as Huguenots. 

Peter Ramus, a famous Profeffor, was thrown down 
from a tower of the College of Beauvais, where he 
was teaching. The jealoufy of Charpentier, another 
Profeffor, occafioned shis death. They had difputed 
with too muche+éat,. Charpentier in defending Arif- 
totle, and Rafnus in attacking him; fo that poor man 
was put to death more*as an enemy of the Peripatetic 
Philofophy, than of the doétrine of the Roman church. 
Dionyfius Lambinus, another Profeffor, by no means 
a Huguenot, but odious to Charpentier, was afraid of 
the like deftiny ; and though his enemy had {pared him, 
the fright killed him. Several of thofe the King had 
profcribed efcaped. Notwithftanding his peremptory 
orders, the Duke of Guife faved D’ Acier and fome 
others, to free himfelf from part of the odium, and 
fhew that his only defign was againft the Admiral. 

Three Montmorencis efcaped, though included in 
the lift, becaufe the Marfhal de Montmorency, thew 
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elder brother, being abfent, could not be killed with 
them. Being a friend or relation of the Admiral was 
a fufficient reafon for being treated like a Huguenot. 
Marfhal de Coffé, becaufe he was one of the politi- 
cians, was deftined to death, and was faved by the 
intereft of a kinfwoman, with whom the duke of An- 
jou was inlove. Biron, who was not reckoned enemy 
enough to the Huguenots, had died with the refk, 
had not his office of Grand Mafter of the Artillery 
furnifhed him with an opportunity to take fhelter in 
the arfenel, where they durft not attack him. He 
there harboured a great many of the profcribed, and 
among others, James de Caumont de Nonpart, a boy 
of ten years of age, who had efcaped by hiding him- 
felf under the bodies of his father and elder brother 
who had been affaffinated in his fight. As for the 
Vidame and Montgomery, when they heard the noife 
in the city, they wanted to pafs the river with thofe 
who had followed them, into the Fauxbourg St Ger- 
main, to fee what the matter was. Strange! they per- 
ceived the King drageing the bodies of the maffacred 
out of the windows of the Louvre. They made their 
efcape in all hafte. 

The maffacre lafted feveral days, of which the two 
or three firft were terribly violent. The firft night 
the King fent for the King of Navarre and Prince of 
Condé, to command them t® abjure their herefy, 
The Cardinal de Bourbon and fome churchmen en- 
deavoured to inftruét them. ‘The King of Navarre 
made fmall refiftance. The Prince of Condé, at firft 
urged fteadily that his confcience ought not to be 
forced, and that he could not be perfuaced that the 
King would break the promife he had given; but he 
foon changed his language, when he heard the King 
in perfon giving him, with a terrible oath, thefe three 
choices, “-Mats, Death, or the Baftile for life.” 
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( 506 J) 
Some Account of Mr, Joun Furz, aged 65. 


[ Continued from page 457.) 


17. HIS fame gentleman, in whofe houfe I began 

to fpeak of the things of God, procured a 
licence for his houfe, that none might moleft me. | 
likewife preached in my own houfe, to all that came 
and heard me. Their number continually increafed : 
many were convinced of their evil ways. And about 
fourteen converted to God, who met with me daily, to 
fpend fome time in prayer. We loved as brethren, 
being partakers together of the fame grace of God, 
And we began to fuffer reproach together, to fhew us 
that the fervant is not above bis Lord. Mr. Conway, the 
Vicar, fent his footman to me with this meffage ; 
** my mafter bids me tell you, you have a foft place 
in your head.” I faid, “‘ be pleafed to tell your 
maiter, the fheep when difeafed do not run. after the 
Shepherd, but the Shepherd after the fheep. Your 
mafter paffes by my door almoft every day. I with 
he would call in, and fearch about my head: and find 
out what my diforder is, and prefcribe a remedy.” 
About two hours after, I faw him coming. I opened 
the door and waited for him. But when he faw me, 
he drew farther off, and fhook his cane at me, and 
pafied by. He went ftrait to the Earl of Pembroke’s 
(the old Earl) and told him, ‘* there is a young 
fellow in the town, who under a pretence of preach- 
ing, makes three riots every week, and difturbs all 
the inhabitants of the town, from one end to the 
other.” The Earl faid, “1 will fend for the young 
man and talk with him myfelf.”’ 

18. But inftead of fending for me, he fent for the 
Mayor, with whom he ufed to converfe frequently. 
He had heard me preach himfelf. Afterwards I learn- 
ed what pafled between the Earl and him. “ The 
old Prieit has been here, faid the Ear], but I know 
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not what he would have. He was at firfta diffenting 
Minifter. But he came to me and faid, his confcience 
conttrained him to conform to the Church, and begged 


I would affift him to procure ordination. Then he 


begged me to give him a benefice which was vacant: 
[did fo. He came again within the twelvemonth, 
complaining he could not live on it. I gave him a 
fecond of two hundred a year. Still he followed me 
with the fame complaint, till I gave him a third: and 
now he comes to me with a complaint, about fome 
young man that preaches. Pray, do you know the 
man? He faid, ‘‘ My Lord, perfeétly well: he lives 
but three doors from me.” His Lordfhip faid, «I 
faid at firft, I would fend for the man: but I have 
thought otherwife. Take Lord Herbert and your Son, 
who has taken his degrees at Oxford, and all the Alder- 
men with you: and you will judge whether it is the 
Preacher who makes the riot, or they that come to 
diftturb him. Afterwards come all of you to dinner 
sie me, and give me your cool judgment.” 

. I knew nothing of their coming, till they came ; 
os according to my day, fo was my ‘ftrength. The 
people feeing the Mayor coming from his own houfe, 
attended by Lord Herbert and the Aldermen, called 
one upon another, faying, “‘ My Lord, and the Mayor, 
and Aldermen, are gone to pull down the preaching- 
houle.”” The rabble ran from all quarters, to lend a 
helping hand. I was praying, whea they poured in 
upon us like a'flood. They pufhed down fome that 
were on their knees, and trampled on them. Lord 
Herbert rofe from his feat and faid, ‘ I defire you will 
let me hear quietly.” But inftead of regarding it, 
fome of the mob gave him a very impertinent antwer, 
The Mayor then rofe up, and with a loud voice, com- 
manded the King’s peace. I then faid, “ My Lord, 

and Gentlemen, I and thofe that meet with me are 
Members of the eftablifhed Church. We meet toge- 
ther every Sunday, before and after Divine Service, 











508 AN ACGOUNT OF MR. JOHN FURZ. 


to make prayer and fupplication, with and for one 
another. And I read a portion of Scripture and ex- 
plain it as‘God enables me.”’ I paufed. His Lord- 
fhip bowed his head, and I went on, “I will preach 
now, as well as I can in this confufed noiie.”’ I then“ 
read, J certify you, brethren, that the Gofpel which was 
preached by me, was not after man. For I neither received 
it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of 
Fefus Chri. When I had ended, high and low went 
away, and I and my friends were left alone. 

20. When the Mayor and his brethren came to 
the Earl’s (I was informed in the evening,) he afked, 
if they had been at the preaching? The Mayor faid, 
‘© Yes, my Lord.”” And what have you to fay con- 
cerning the man that preaches? The Mayor replied, 
“My Lord, Ihave known him from a child: he has 
lived an exemplary life from the beginning.” The 
Earl faid, now that we know the truth of the cafe, we 
know how to proceed. If I was Mayor of the town, 
the next time that young man preaches, I would go 
and read the Riot Act.”” The Mayor promifed he 
would : and the next time I preached, he came with 
the Riot Act in his hand. ‘The mob gathering toge- 
ther, he bade them come near, and then réad the 
Aé&. They quickly fhrunk back: but one of them 
curfed the Mayor, and {faid, he was a methodift too. 
He looked upon me and faid, “ Fobu, you fee, | 
have got a bad character too.’’ I faid, * I with it 
was true.”’ He faid, ‘“* So do I: it would be better 
for me.”” From this time we had peace. 

21. This method not fucceeding to his wifh, the 
Vicar thought good to try another. He procured the 
Kev. Mr. Har/es, to preach before his lordfhip. And 
he did preach as extraordinary a Sermon, as ever was 
heard at Wilton. His text was, Take heed brethren, leaf 
there fhould be in any of you an evil heart of unbeiief, in de- 
parting from the living God ; “ that is, faid*he, from the 
‘Church. For there is fprung up among usa new 
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Religion, called Methodifm: it is like the plague. 
They that have it, infect whole families. Now in fuch 
a cafe, if one were to come and warn you, to thut 
your door, and keep out the man and his diftemper, 
would not you be thankful? I am now come to do you 
this kind office. I will defcribe the perfons in three 
particulars. In the firft place, they look juft like 
toads, that are crept out from under a faggot-pile. In 
the fecond place, they pretend to be led by the Spirit; 
and when they “ are under his guidance” as they call 
it, they look like toads that are crept out of a dung- 
heap, and croak jult hke them. In the third place, 
they look juft like toads, that are dragged from land’s 
end to land’s end under a harrow.” I was curious to 
obferve, what notice his Lordfhip took of the preach- 
er, who ftood bowing at his fide, as he went out of 
Church. He pafied by him without making the leaft 
motion, or taking any notice of him at all. 

22. After he was got home, he fent a footman to tell 
the preacher, “ If you pleafe, you may come and dine 
with his Lordfhip.”” When he.came, and was fat 
down, the Earl afked his name? he aniwered ‘ My 
name is Yofeph Horler”’ His Lordfhip then afked, 
“ Mr. Horler, what have you been doing?” He an- 
{wered, “ Preaching, my Lord.” ‘“ What have you 
been preaching?” “ The Gofpel, my Lord.” “J 
deny that, Mr. Horler ; you have been preaching againft 
the Government.” He faid, “ Iafk your Lordthip’s 
pardon; Ido not know that I have.” ‘“ Nay, faid 
his Lordfhip, have not the King, Lords, and Com- 
mons, all agreed that every Englifhman fhall worfhip 
God according to his own confcience? And are there 
not licences granted for this very purpofe? But pray, 
who are thofe toads who creep out of the dung-heap? 
I hope they are not your neighbours! Let me hear of 
it, Sir, no more. I wi// hear no more of it. I wilb 
fend a notg immediately to the Vicar, to let me know, 
when 1 am in the country, any day that you are to 
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preach. And I will be fure not to be at church that 
day.”’ 

23. Some time after, that honeft man ohn Haim, 
called upon me, and preached at my houile. Here 
our acquaintance and mutual love began, which has 
continued to this day; he gave me an invitation to 
come to Shaft/bury. I often went, and found much 
life and love among the people. I was afterwards in- 
vited to Wincaunton ; Robert Brockway informing me, 
that the Diffenting Minifter was a pious man, and had 
promifed me the ufe of his pulpit. And notice was 
given on the Market-day, that a Methodift was to 
preach there on Sunday. But when Rodert Brockway 
reminded the Minifter of his promife, he faid, ‘ My 
Congregation is not willing.” lIafked, ‘Is there 
any among you that has courage to go through the 
town, and tell the people, there will be preaching on 
the Common? One anfwered, **I will for once.” 
When we were there, a man brought me a table to 
ftand on. Some of my friends from Shaft/bury were 
with me. After finging a hymn, and {pending a lit- 
tle time in prayer, I gave out thofe words, Seeing that 
all thefe things fhall be diffolved, what manner of perfins 
ought we to be 1 all holy converfation and godlinefs? The 
people were as ftill as night, and gave good heed to 
what was fpoken, till the Minilter of Brewham, with 
an attorney, and Mr. Ring, the ‘Town-Clerk, came 
to the outfide of the congregation. Some then cried 
out, ‘* Make way, make way!” But the people 
ftood clofer and clofer together, till I defired them to 
open to the right and left, and Jet the Gentlemen come 
forward. Mr. Ringethen read the Riot Act. I faid, 
“< Sir, was there any appearance of a Riot here, till 
you came ?”” He looked me in the face, and faid with 
the utmoft vehemence, ‘* Thou Rafal!” Then the 
blood fpouted out in a ftream from both his noftrils. 
He dropt on the earth, crying aloud, “ They will fay 
this isa judgment,” (No wonder if they did.) All 
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poflible means were ufed to ftop the bleeding; but in 
vain. From that time he was lunatic. He was car- 
ried to Bath, and died foon after. In about a fort- 
night (I was informed) the Minifter of Brewham died 
allo. 

24. Some time after this, one of Mr. Whitefield’s 
Preachers preached in the ftreet at Wincaunton. While 
he was preaching, a Carrier came with a {tring of pack- 
horfes. The fore-horfe had a ftrap of bells about his 
neck. The Carrier took them off, and put them 
about his own neck. He then ran in among the people, 
jumping and dancing with all his might. While he 
was thus employed, the horfe he took the bells from, 
dropped down. They wentto him, but he was ftone 
cead. So God, in Judgment mixed with Mercy, took 
the horfe, but {pared the man! 

25. Some years before 1 was a travelling Preacher, 
I was invited to preach on Salifbury Piain, near the 
New Inn. It being on a Sunday, avery great com- 
pany was gathered together, from the neighbouring vil- 
lazes on both fides the Plain. Here I was metb 
Fobn Haim, with a few of our friends from Sheftury. 
As foon as I began to preach, a man came {trait 
forward, and prefented a gun at my face; {wearing 
that he would blow my brains out, if I {pake another 
word. However I continued fpeaking, and he con- 
tinued fwearing ; fometimes putting the muzzle of the 
gun to my mouth, fometimes again{ft my ear. While, 
we were finging the laft hymn, he got behind me, 
fired the gun and burnt eff part of my hair. But he 
did not lofe his labour, for he was fo foundly beat, 
that he kept his bed for feveral weeks. 


[ To be concluded in our next.) 
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Some Account of Francis Coxon. 


March 30, 1747. 


RANCIS COXON, was at firft the grand fup- 
FE... of the Society at Biddick. But after a time 
he grew weary of well-doing, complaining, “ That 
it took up too much of his time.” He then began to 
fearch after curious knowledge, and to converfe with 
thofe who were like-minded. The world obferved it, 
and courted his company again, ‘‘ now he was not 
fo precife.’”’ His fchool was filled with children, 
Mony flowed in, and he faid, “ Soul take thy eale for 
many years.” He came to Newcaftle with John Reach 
the Saturday after I came; but had no leifure to cali 
upon me. At night they fet out homeward. He was 
walking a little before his companion, about three 
miles from Newca/tle, in a way he knew as well as his 
own houfe floor, when ohn heard him fall, and afked, 
what is the matter? He anfwered, ‘* God has over- 
taken me, I am fallen into the Quarry, and have 
broke my leg.” ‘fohn ran to fome houfes that were 
near and having procured help, carried him thither. 
Thence he was removed to another houfe, and a 
Surgeon fent for, who came immediately. He foon 
recovered his {pirits, and afked how long it would be, 
before he could be in his fchool again? And on 
Sunday, Monday, and Tuefday was full of the world, 
nor was God in ail his thoughts. On Wednefday, 
the Surgeon told him honeftly, he thought he. could 
not live. Then he awoke out of fleep. The faares 
of death came about him, the pains of hell overtook 
him. He continued all Thuriday and Friday in the 
loweft pit, in a place of darknefs and in the detp ; 
warning all to beware of drawing back unto perdition, 
and calling upon God with ftrong cries and tears. On 
Sunday he found a little dawning of hope. This 
gradually increafed all the day. On Monday, he 
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knew God had healed his backfliding, and forrow 
and fighing fled away. He continued all day in fer- 
vant prayer, mingled with praife and ftrong thankfe 
giving. ‘ This night, faid he, will be a glorious 
night to me. My warfare is accomplifhed. My fin 
is pardoned.” Then he broke out again into vehe- 
ment prayer. About eight he left off fpeaking, and 
foon after, without. any ftruggle or groan, gave up 
his foul to God. J. W; 
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ANY years ago, as my eldeft brother was walk- 

ing in the back ftreet of Hackney, a Gentlemart 
accoited him, and faid, Sir, 1 am old, and I would wil- 
lingly inform you of a remarkable fcene of Providence, 
that it may be remembered when Iam gone hence. 
I was walking here fome time fince (as I frequently 
do) early in a morning, when a chariot ftopt at a litthe 
diftance from me, and a young lady ftepping out ran 


by me with all ‘her might. A Gentleman quickly 


: followed her, caught her, and brought her bach: 

when J juft heard her fay, what, my dear, will you AY 

, ferve me fo? Immediately that door over againit us | 

n opened, and he thruft her in before him. I muted 

; upon it all day and all night, and was very uneafy, 4, 

£ In the morning a gardener which I employed coming nA 
in, I afked him, do you know fuch a houle in Heckstey ? 

S He anfwered, Sir, Iam going to trim the trees in the 

k garden next to it: and I will make any enquiries 

€ which you defire, and bring you back the beit ac- : 

5 count I can. The account he gave me the nexé a 

n, morning was this: When I went to work, I faw over Ne 

‘a alow hedge, a gardener trimming ‘the trees in the : 

: other garden, and [ afked him, pray who lives in that 

e 


houfe ? On his anfwering, a mad Doctor; } atkedy 
‘tte 


eel 


2 ee? g A 


sere 
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has he many pat tients ? He faid, I do not know, though 
I dine in the houfe: for he never fuffers any to ioe 
them. I faid, I will give you a pot of beer, if you 
can find the name of a young Lady that came in a 
day or two ago. He anfwered 1] cannot promile; but 
I will do my ‘beft, when I co in to dinner. When I 
faw him again, he faid, no patient in the houle dares 
{peak to any one: and I could get no pen, ink, and 
paper: but I got a pin and a card, om which a young 
woman has pricked her name: here it is. I took the 
card, and knew the name. The next day I went to 
her father, and afked, Sir, where is your daughter? 
He faid, the is lately married to a very worthy man, 
and is gone with her hufband into the country. I 
then told him the ftory, and we went together to the 
Lord Chief Jutftice. Early in the morning, we went 
to the Doétor’s houfe, and knocked at the door. He 
looked through a little grate, and bade us go on our 
way: we had no bufineis with him. I anfwered, here 
is the Lord Chief Jultice’s warrant, and his tip-ftaff, 
Open the door, or we fhall break it open. He then 
opened it, and I afked where 1s the young Lady, that 
was brought in hither three days ago? He anfwered, 
there is no fuch perfon in my houte : you may fearch 
it from top to bottom. We did fo: but could not 
find any trace of her. Goming down the ftairs, | 
faid, is there no one under thefe ftairs? The Doétor 
anfwered, there is a poor creature, but fhe is fo out- 
rageous, that we are Goherd to fhut her up in the 
dark. On his opening the door, fhe put out her 
head. My friend fighed, and faid, I know nothing of 
this poor thing. She anfwered, ‘veleat Sir! am I fo 
altered in three days, that you do not know your own 
daughter ? He immediately knew her voice, and took 
her home. Her hufband was very glad to refund 
her fortune. 


JOHN WESLEY. 
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: gra walking with Mr. Chapoon, (uncle to 
a 


ae, 


A Remarkable Provipence. 


Vir. Reguet) in Moorfields, propoled ftepping into 
beaiim, Atter they had walked there awhile, they 
- ere turning to go out,’ when a young woman cried, 

Pode defire to freak with you. His ‘friend faid i, fure 
m i will not ftay to.hear a mad woman’s tale. He 
aniwered, indecd@e I will; on: which the other went 
away. She-then faid, my father left me and my for- 
tune in the hands of my Uncle. A’young gentleman 
offered me marriage, and all things were agreed on: 
when one morning my Uncle took me out with him 
in thé chariot as he faid, to fee a friend: but inttead 
of this,she brought me to Bed/em, where I have been 
confined ever fince. 

Your ftory is plaufible, faid Mr. C. but how fhall I 
know it is the truth? very eafily, faid fhe. The 
gentleman that was to marry me, lives within a day’s 
journey of Londen. Write to him: and tell him you. 
have fomething to fay concerning me, and would be 
glad to meet him at fuch a place in town. If he does 
not come, let all chis pals for a mad woman’s dream. 
Mr. C. wrote, and afked the are who came to 
the place ap pointed, whether he knew fuch a perfon ? 
He anfwered, perfectly well, . We were to have been 
married hefore now; but her Uncle fent me word, 
fhe was taken ill. Mr. C. then told him the whole 
ftory. He immediately fent to her Uncle: who was 
very ready to take her our and pay her forcune, to 
avoid farther trouble. 

So the curiofity of one to fee a flrange place, and 
of another, to hear a ftrange tale, was a means of 
detecting a notorious fcene of ville diny, and of {ettingse 
an innocent fufferer at Jiberty ! 


J. W. 
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Mn Acecunt of a vaft number of Trees found ander ground 
in Lancalhire, (in England ;) aud a Human Bedy, pre- 


Jferved in a furprifing manner, in the fame place: in a 
letter from a Gentleman on the Spot. 


FE have in many parts of this country large 

boggy places, where the fportfmen often ger 
wet, by the giving W ay of the turf; and as often break 
their fhins acrainft “the ftumps of trees Whenever it 
has happened that the furface of the ground in thefe 
places has been removed, there have been found pieces 
of the trunks or branches of trees. This has occafion- 
ed great {pecuiation, as there never grew any wood in 
thele places in the memory of man; and even the 
oldeit records we have, mention thele places as barren 
moors. 

Whatever ufed to be our furprife, on occafionally 
difcovering a piece of a tree now and then; it is now 
greatly increaied on our difcovering a whole fubter- 
ranean foreft. The river which runs through my 
parish being over-filled with the late land-floods, has 
greatly overflowed its banks, and has carried away 
with it the turf that covered more than eight acres of 
this moor. On the finking of the river into its old 
channel, all the gentlemen of the country gathered to- 

ether, to fee the moor, thus ftripped of its covering. 
F is a foft and fpungy, black mould, very wet and 
unfafe <o walk upon; but there lie all over it the 
bodies and branches of trees, fome of them fifty, 
fome fixiy, fome eighty feet long, many of them as 
ghick as our largeft elms, and all] lie flat upon the 
ground as thick as they can lie, one by another. They 
are complete, having their branches regularly growing 
eficom them; but are all as black as the fineft ebony, 
And very hard. If chefe trees had been overthrown by 
tle deluge, their roots would have retaained on them, 
whereas they are all cut off at che end; and on ex- 
amination, the veiy marks of the axe yet remain, On 
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fearching farther, we find that though the trees lie flat 
along, there is near the large end of | every one, a ftump 
flanc ling r upright; thefe flumps are what the trees have 
origina! ily grown upon, and there are on them alfo 
marks of the axe, correiponding to thofe in the body 
of the tree; though the trees themfelves all lie flat 
along, thefe {tumps all ftand upright, and are in their 
natural potture, their roots defcend perpendicularly to 
a great depth, and are at length rooted in a firm loam 
or clay, which makes the folid bottom of the bog or 
noor. It is evident from this, that they grew in the 
place; the only difficulty is to account for the time 
and manner of the felling of them, and why any people 
fhould be atthe expence of cutting them down, and 
afterwards make no ule of them? the anfwer feems to 
be this : 

The Romans, when they made war upon this ifland, 
and conguered the inhabitants, could never keep the 
garrifons in fafety, for fear of the excurfions of the in- 
habitants from their retreats. Thefe retreats were 
certain moory forefts: their new mafters on this, came 
to a refolution of deftroying their retreats, as the only 
way of reducing the peop le to their obedience: this 
we have many aurhentic accounts of; and to this we 
owe our bos-woo * Whole legions were employes to 
cut down thefe forefts, and as they had no u ¢ for their 
wood, they lefc the trees lying as they fell. Thete, 
though at fir ‘e ‘fo-on the fur face, inp srocefs of time, 
made their way through the turf, and the*moory earth 
growing up about aoaks they became buried as we 

he accidents much later than the deluge, have 
fupphied:us wit! h fubterranean forefts. It may appear 
{trance to fome, that the trees fhould not have de- 
cayed in fo long a feries of time as has paffed fince 
this ifland fell into the hands of the Romans; but we 
have lately difcovered here fo remarkable an inftance 
of the preferving quality of the moifture of this earth, 
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in regard to a fubftance much fofter than wood, that 
we cannot wonder at its preferving that. 

A few days after the firft admiration of this new dif. 
covered foreft, iome people tracing the body of a very 
Jarge tree, which runs under the turf that was left 
whole, had the curiofity to dig about it to fome dif- 
tance; in this attempt they were furprifed with the 
fight of ahuman body. The place was farther cleared 
of the turf, and the whole body was found. It is now 
perfect in every part, and the fkin is as brown and 
tough as if tanned in the common way by a tanner. 
We are not to fuppofe that this body is as old as the 
time of the foreit. It is doubtlefs the body of fome 
unfortunate perfon, who croffing the moor, and not 
knowing the ground, fell in through the turf. But as 
no perfon now living remembers any thing of any per- 
fon being miffed, it is probable that the body muft 
have lain there eighty or a hundred years at leaft. 
The method of embalming and preferving bodies in 
Egypt is greatly inferior to this. The body.was not 
only plump and full; but the clothes were in great 
part preferved, till the people carried them away by 
piece-meal, as remembrances of fo remarkable an 
event. 


 €on———— 
The Cafe of Monfieur Isaac LeFevre. 


I. R. Jfaac Lefevre was born at Chatelcbinon, in 

M the Nevernvis, of honourable parents. He 
Was icni to Geneva in the year 1683, where he went 
through the courfe of Philofophy. Afterwardshe went 
to Orleazs, and fudied the law. Having taken his 
degrees, he went to Paris, and was admitted by the 
Advocate-General, as one of the advocates of the 
Court of Parliament. After living fome time in Paris, 
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he took a journey into Poiton, to fettle the affairs of 
a Lady of quality: thence he returned to Paris, juft 
at the time that the Edict of Nantz was revoked. 
Knowing then there was no fafety for him in France, 
he determined to retire into Switzerland. Put as he 
was on his way, he was feized on the 4th of February, 
1686, and fent to Bezanjon, where he was ftripped of 
all that he had. They then fent him to prifong and 
clapped him in irons. After three weeks he was 
aad, and condemned the fame day. The day fol- 
lowing he was put into the dungeon. “ I am, faid 
he, in a place where the air is infeéted, and feed on 
fuch diet as would formerly have poifoned me. But 
I find fuch fweetnefs and confolation as I could not 
have hoped for.” 

2. After two months and fome days, he was re- 
moved to Dijon. He came thither on the 30th of 
May: but the hardfhip of the journey, added to the 
irons which were left upon him, who was of a deli- 
cate conftitution, had bruifed and hurt him greatly. 
In a letter, dated June 1, he fays, “I fuffer great 
pains all over my body: and I fhould not have come 
alive to Dijon, but that my irons were taken off at 
Aufonne, and 1 was fet on horfeback ; whereas I was 
before in a waggon, and ina killing pofture, preft on 
all fides. I am now treated with humanity, and begin 
to recover the ftrength I ftand in n-_d of, to bear the 
chains that are preparing for us.”’ 

3. Having. continued in prifon at Dijon about two 
months, he was conducted to Chalons, where the chain 
arrived from Paris. Hence they were to go by water, 
and their chains were fomething lighter. Yet the 
journey was uneafy enough. In his letter from Mar- 
feilles, of Auguft goth, he fays, ‘‘ It feems to me, as 
if 1 had been gone above fix months from Dijon. My 
flefh and my fkin are grown old, and’I have been as 
in the pains of death. Indeed, I could nave Foas 


forse 
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I am now mixt with a very great number of galley- 
flaves, and have been eight ‘and forty hours, without 
being able to clofe my eyes, or to eat or drink what 
they gave me. But my life is not precious to me, 
If it were God’s will, I could leave it with delight. 
Yet the Lord works miracles to preferve it to me.” 
He came to Mar/eilles in Auguft, and being very ii), 
was put into the Hofpital for the galley flaves. Bu 
being a little better in September, he was removed to 
the Galley, Grande Reale. “1 went on board, fays 
he, yefterday, and was immediately loaded with irons. 
But to all this, I oppofe the will of God. If poverty, 
ficknels, and pain, are what he ‘chufes, why fhould | 
refufe them? If he fhould kill me, yet will I hope in 
him, and praife him all the days of my life. I lie on 
a board about two feet broad: [ have nothing to cover 
me ; but: the flaves near me have ftript themfelves of 
their own clothes for me.” 

4. At the intreaty of fome of his friends, he was 
put on board another gal ley, named, the Adeguificent, 
where at firft he was ufed more tenderly... But--after 
two days, the hiberty of feeing his friends was taken 
from him, and of conferri n@ with them by writing. 
Neicher was he fuffered to converfe with any of thole 
that were in the fame galley, being always faitened to 
the chain, which was kept fhorter than ufual. At 
that time he was ient for by the Bifhop, and earnefily 
folicited to change his religion. But this only con- 
firmed his refolution 1, to fufter all things for the truth’s 
fake. 

s. He continued on board the galley, only till 
-April 1687: and was then, by an order from above; 
put into a dungeon, in Fort St. Jobu, at Marfilles. 
As he was now cut off from all intercourfe with 
men, being conftantly guarded day and night, his 
friends had very feldom any opportunity of “hearing 
whether he was dead or alive, during this hard cap- 
tivity, which lafted fixteen years. His prifon was @ 
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vault which was formerly a ftable; but being too 
moift, was found unhealthy for the horfes. T here was 
ftill a rack and manger in it. No light came in, but 
by the door; the upper part whereof was broken, and 
grated within and without. The air of it was foul, 
and of an ill fcent; every thing moiftened and rotted 
in it. 

6. At firft he lay two or three nights in a moift 

manger, and above a month on a fhort and narrow 
cheft, having no covering but his galley-flave jacket. 
NivediielcGs, he flept quietly, only fometimes the 
cold interrupted his fleep: but this caufed a defluction 
in his teeth; pains in the veins, rheumatifim, and at 
laft a continual fever. But though he was of a weak 
conftitution, yet God raifed him up five feveral times 
from extraordinary ficknefles. In common he had 
fharp colics in his ftomach, and flying pains, ef- 
pecially in bas neck and fhoulders. Nobody durit 
come near him, nor even look at the door, much leis 
{peak to him. 

7. At fome” intervals of times, his pains fedoubling, 
he thought he was not far from death: under which 
apprehenfion he faid, ‘“‘ I declare before God, I freely 
forgive all that have offended me in any manner what- 
foever. It is not likely I fhould live much longer, 
unlefs God touch the hearts of thofe that give orders 
for my food: the aliments which they give me being 
full of naftinefs and impurities, I mith die foon, unleds 
God aéts in an extraordinary manner on my body and 
on my food.” Of this he poke again in the year 1699, 
that they had afflicted him by the corruption of all that 
they gave him either toeat or drink. ‘* But the Lord, 
faid he, fupports my weak nature, in a mirsculoda 
manner.” Yea, he comforts and fupports me fen- 
fibly ; he gives me ftrength to fuffer my affliction with 


joy. And if I fhould tell you, that Iam fometimes fo 


happy, that I forget all I have fuffered, I thould tell 
you the truth ! 
Uuu 
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8. “ They do not forget, fays he in another letter, 
to try all ways to weary out my patience. The May- 
or promiied me a mattrafs and covering; my mattrafs 
being quite rotten, and my covering all rags: but ] 
never had them. Yet whatever my anguiih be, I ef- 
teem it more expedient, to fuffer lite than to defire 
death. As God will be glorified by my fufferings, the 
longer they are and the harder to be borne, the more 
glory he will have by them: his will be done. Iam 
always purfued with the fame violence. There is no 
intermiflion. They deny me all manner of commerce 
with the living, and alfo with thedead. But the Lord, 
who is my God and my protector, has had pity on my 
weaknefs, and given me fuch patience as I never dared 
to hope for. Glory be to his Name!” 

g. In November 1695, he wrote thus, “ I now en- 
ter into the tenth year of my fufferings, and by the 
grace of Gad, Ihave neither loft fpirit, mor faith, nor 
patience; nor have I totally loft my health. My dear 
kinfwoman, the Lord hath heard vour prayers, and 
thofe of his fervants that intercede for me. He has 
{pared my weaknefs ; he has pitied my frailty ; and he 
will finifh what concerneth me. If I was but cleanfed 
from all my fins, I fhould be too happy. But I con- 
fefs with grief and confufion, that Iam a man of little 
faith. I ama finner. I have defired my liberty with 
too much fervency.”” Mean time his mind was con- 
ftantly employed, in meditating on the myfteries of 
falvation, of which he fpake with as much light and 
foiidity, as the moft accomplifhed divine. To fome 
who wondered at this, he faid, “‘ I never learnt the things 
I tell you, till I was a galley-flave and a prifoner of 
Jefus Chrift. Nor am I the only one that has learnt 
to fpeak in irons, and to pray on the fea. My dear 
companions have received the fame grace.” 

* yo. Notwithftanding all the pains that were taken 
to prevent it, he found means for feveral years to cor- 
refpond now and then with his friends; but for two 
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years and four months, this intercourfe was quite cut 
off. By what means it was reftored we do not know. 
But he looked upon it as a fingular favour from God : 
and he feems to have enjoyed that privilege, more or 
lefs, from the year 1699, to near the end of his life.., 

11. In June 1700, he writes, ‘* The corruption and 
malignity of the food which they give me, has ftrange 
effects on my body. , It caufes me to void more ordefs 
blood every day. I had formerly fome days of eafe : 
but for fome time, this has been my daily bread *. 
And very often it gives me the colic in my breaft and 
ftomach for divers hours. The laft fit made me fuffer 
violent pain from the evening to the next morning. I 
vomited fharp and bitter water by fits, and my pains 
were increafed, not leffened thereby. Afterwards, a 
Phyfician was ordered to infpect my food ; but it was 
no better than before.’’ There 1s littl doubt bur their 
defign was to make an end of him. But it pleafed 
God to preferve him fl:ll longer, as a pattern of pa- 
tience and perfeverance. 

12. In June 1702, God was pleafed to put an end 
to his miferies. For a year before, he was not per- 
mitted to fend or to receive any letter. But on the 
gth of June, alady was permitted to fee him. She 
found him full of faith and the Holy Ghoft, bur quire 
weak and faint: and on the 11th, about eleven o’clock 
at night, he refted from his labours: having for above 
feventeen years triumphed over all the cruelty which 
men and devils could invent. 


* There is no doubt but poifon was mixed with it, as his life 
was a conftant reproach to them. 
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Letters. 


LETTER XXXVI. 


[From the Rev. J. Rouquet, to the Rev. Mr. Wefley. } 


Briftol, Jan, 22, 1763. 


Dear Sir, 
HE Word is, Only believe ! O that I could be- 


lieve ! Jefus help my unbelief! This is all I wair 
to prove ; and I believe that he hath not faid unto 
me, feek my face in vain. O that I may feek arighe, 
and never reft till I alfo have apprehended that, for 
which I am apprehended of God, in Chrift Jefus ! 
Dear Sir, pray for me. I would be the Lord’s free- 
man. I would be al! Faith; all Love. Ithink I would. 
And yet were this my ove defire, 1 believe the Lord 
would foon come to my help. I find that the con- 
verfe of Chriftian-friends is a great bleffing. I 
am glad of the opportunities I enjoy, and I believe 
our meeting will be more profitable than ever, as our 
friend, Mr. Stonehoufe, has freely declarly his - fenti- 
ments, and engaged me in a difpute (by writing) 
concerning Perfection. To me itis the One Thing 
needful. ‘Therefore I cannot avoid being explicit on 
this head, in thefe meetings efpecially, and to the 
Sunday morning congregation ; aad I find an unfpeak- 
able bleffing in my own foul in fo doing, as alfo in 
prefling the. prefent Now. I doubt not but you have 
heard good news of your Brother. It rejoices my 
heart to fee his ftrength renewed, both in body and 
foul, and that the Lord hath bleffed him to feveral. 
I obferve a quickening among the people. Five or 
fix I am told have latel ly been j juftiied. I heard that 
two more had been iet at liberty in Newgate ; but I 
cannot find our who they are, fo [let it drop. I be- 
lieve Mr. O. has been of real fervice here: but J 
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could wifh he would fpeak a little more to the main 
point. I think he might prefs the matter more home. 


It might be a means of bringing the people forward. 
Indeed I fear the confufions in London have made the 
hands of many hang down. There is no reafon for 
it: but fuch is our frame. Above all I lament, that 
any profeffing this Renewal, fhould be found fo wanting 
in the main branches‘of it. Is it any thing fhort of 
the whole mind that was in Chrift: loving God with 
all our heart, and our neighbour as ourfelves ? Doth 
not this imply that we fhould waik even as Chrift 
walked ? Whoever abideth in him ought fo to walk. 
Surely then if we are as Chrift was in this world, we 
fhall walk in love like him. Like him endure the 
contradiction of finners, much more the infirmities of 
his children: for every one that is perfect fhall be as 
his, mafter. For my part, I freely own, I ftand in 
doubt of every man, whofe meek and lowly walk doth 
not prove that he hath learned of Jefus. God grant 


I may never reft, till the Tree being made good, all 


its Fruit is good alfo: found unto the praife, and 
honour, and glory of God! May God fill you with 
wifdom and:the abundance of his grace! and, at this 
time more eipecially, comfort your heart, and eftablith 
you in every geod thing, to the praife and glory of 


his grace in Chrilt Jefus. 
I am, dear Sir, 
Your very affectionate Friend and Servant, 


JAMES ROUQUET. 
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LETTER _ XXXIX. 


{From Mr. Francis Gilbert, to the Rev. Mr. Wefley. ] 







Antigua, May 16, 1763. 





Rev. and dear Sir, 









FTER a moft pleafant paffage, I arrived here in 
five weeks after leaving the Lizard, and in lefs 
tian feven from our leaving London: the Lord gra- 
cioufly hearing my prayers, in not fuffering us to lie 
one night in the Downs. The firft week or two, I 
found imyfelf remarkably dead, yet was wonderfully 
preferved in peace, and was fenfible of little or no con- 
demnation. | But I faw plainly that whilft I had great 
reafon to be thankful, I had abundant caufe to be 
humbled. Afterwards my foul began to revive ; 
though I could read, pray, or meditate but little, 
through want of fleep; for my reft was interrupted 
every day by the conftant rolling of the fhip, as fhe 
went almoft continually before the wind. I preached 
every Sunday, but few of the failors attended; though 
the Captain and Mate conftantly did, except once. | 
frequently went into the fteerage among the failors, 
and found great liberty in fpeaking to, and in praying 
with them; but I am forry to fay that I left the fhip 
without any vifible fruit of my weak labour: yet I muit 
acknowledge we had but little fwearing. When I came 
on board, I found the Mate ferioutly difpofed, and 
well-affeéted to Religion, yet he was a ftranger to 
himfelf; but I truft I left him better informed, and 
more fenfible of his want of a Saviour. I think, the 
Lord, like an indulgent Father, anfwered my prayers 
in every thing, efpecially in giving me a cabin to pray 
in every morning and evening: where the Captain, 
Mate, and all the paffengers conftantly attended. 
When I landed, I was received with great affection by 
my brothers and fiflers. At prefent, I am at my eldeft 
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brother’s, about nine miles from the capital, where 
I have preached feveral times. I have found moft 


liberty, when I have directed my difcourfe to the ° 


Whites; being at a great lofs how to fpeak to the 
Blacks, fo as to be underftood. My youngett fifter ftill 
rejoices in God her Saviour, and my brother, and 
feveral of my fifters are waiting, 1 truft, by the way- 
fide. Ihave paid my refpects to the Governor, and* 
informed him of my intention of preaching, and that I 
hoped he would not oppofe me ; to which he anfwered, 
That he would not: and trufted that I would be fo 
prudent as not to meddle with Government affairs. 
He alfo permitted me to go to the barracs and {peak to 
the foldiers. Indeed the ground feems to be prepared 
for the feed; for many are ready to hear, and I truft 
from a better principle than mere curiofity. My bro- 
ther has already taken a houfe for proclaiming the glad 
tidings of falvation in. O pray for us, Sir; efpecially 
for me, a very unfit and unworthy Inftrument for pro- 
moting/the glory of God. But let the Lord fend by 
whom he will fend. I truft, I fhall ever, whilit upon 
praying ground, continue to offer up my weak peti- 
tions to the Lord, that he may blefs you with every 
bleffing of the new Covenant, and with comfort among 
your {piritual children. 


Iam, Rev. and dear Sir, 


Your unworthy Son in the Gofpel, 


FRANCIS GILBERT. 
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Poetry. 


The following Lines were written on a Pane of Gia/s in ene 
of the Windows of Bifoop Bevei.r’s House, adjoining 
the Church-Yard ; till a few Years ago, when the Sc,a 
was taken down. They are fuppojed to be written by 
Doéfior Suertrpan, about the Year 1731. 


ESOLVE me this, ye happy dead, 
Who’ve lain fome hundred years in bed, 
trom ev’ry perfecution free, 
Which in this wretched life we fee ; 
Would ye refume a fecond birth, 
And chufe once more to live on earth ? 


Thus fpoke great Bedell from his tomb, 
Mortal! 1 would not change my doom, 
To live in fuch a reftlefs ftate ; 

To be unfortunately great ; 

To pity fools; to ipurn at knaves ; 
To fhine among a race of flaves; 
To learn from wife men to complain, 
And only rife to fall again : 
Nco———iet my dufty relics reft, 
Till I thall rife amongft the bleft. 


On Curuist being bound to the Marble Pillar. 


ARBLE the pillar; marble He that’s bound ; 
Marble the Officers that guard Him round. 
Marbie by nature That; by patience He; 
The Latt by uffrelenting cruelty. 
Reader, diffolve in tears; or at this view, 
Wonder will turn Thee into Marble too. 





